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INTRODUCTION 


John Steinbeck was a second generation Californian. His maternal grand- 
parents, the Hamiltons, homesteaded a ranch near King City, while his paternal 
grandparents, the Steinbecks, settled in the Hollister area. John was born and 
raised in Salinas. This region and its inhabitants had a significant impact on 
his life. In 1933 he wrote his friend, George Albee: 

"Tl think I would like to write the story of this whole valley, 
and of all the little towns and all the farms and the ranches 
in the wilder hills. I can see how I would like to do it so 
that it would be the valley of the whole world." 


(Steinbeck: A Life in Letters) 


A host of his novels are set in Steinbeck Country: The Pastures of Heaven, 


To a God Unknown, Tortilla Flat, In Dubious Battle, Of Mice and Men, The Red 


Pony, The Long Valley, Cannery Row, East of Eden and Sweet Thursday. Although 


much has changed since Steinbeck's time, people, events, and scenes from the 
past still live in his works and continue to draw visitors to this area. 

This booklet was written for those who wish to explore Steinbeck's country. 
We begin with Salinas; travel through the Monterey Peninsula, down the coast, 
and then return to the Long Valley. Locales found in Steinbeck's novels and 
short stories, as well as places associated with the author's life, are included. 


Welcome to Steinbeck Country. 
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SALINAS 


Nobel Prize winner John Steinbeck was born and raised in Salinas, Califor- 
nia. While growing up, he collected impressions of the diverse valley resi- 
dents--the field hands, the townspeople, and the other unforgettable characters 
who would later appear in his works. From his writing it is clear that Salinas 
was never far from his mind. East of Eden, which spans the post Civil War 
period to 1918, preserves a section of Salinas history. "The White Quail," 

"The Harness," and "The Chrysanthemums," are also set in Salinas. The author's 
hometown is further mentioned in The Red Pony, Tortilla Flat, Cannery Row, Sweet 
Thursday, Travels With Charley, America and Americans, as well as in his maga- 
zine and newspaper articles. 


JOHN STEINBECK 110 West San Luis Street. The Salinas Public Library, 
LIBRARY renamed the John Steinbeck Library in March 1969, has 
(see Map B, p. 2) an archival collection that includes original manu- 


scripts, rare editions, correspondence, photographs, 
taped interviews and other memorabilia connected with the author. The Library's 
Steinbeck Room displays some items from this special collection. The archives 
are open only by appointment. 


STATUE OF JOHN The six-foot, five hundred pound bronze statue stands 

STEINBECK on the library lawn. It was sculpted by Tom Fitz- 
water, then a graduate student at Long Beach State, 

and donated to the City of Salinas in 1973 by the Salinas Soroptimist Club. 


SITE OF WASHINGTON Clay and Capitol Streets (see plate, page 26). The 
SCHOOL Washington School, completed in 1900 and known locally 
(see Map B, Dp. 2) as the "Baby School," once stood on these grounds. 


John Steinbeck completed grades 1 and 2 here. Today 
it is the Clay Street Park. 


SITE OF THE OLD Directly across from the post office on the West Alisal 
SALINAS HIGH parking lot (see plate, page 27). The old Salinas 
SCHOOL high school, built in 1900 and affectionately known as 
(see Map B, p. 2) the "Brickpile," once stood on this lot. Author 


Steinbeck attended grades 9-12 here. He refers to the 
school in East of Eden and Sweet Thursday. 


ROOSEVELT SCHOOL, 120 Capitol (see plate, p.28). The West End School 
SITE OF THE WEST building was located in back of the poplar trees. 

END SCHOOL Steinbeck's mother, Olive Hamilton, attended the first 
(see MapB, p. 2) high school, which occupied the second floor of the 


building from 1885-1900. Later Steinbeck completed 
grades 3-8 here. The old school is described in East of Eden. The present 
school was built in 1925. A monument to the local boys who lost their lives 
in World War I also stands on the grounds. 
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CENTRAL AVENUE Central Avenue is the street where the Steinbeck family 
(see Map B, Pp- 2) lived. Many of the Victorian homes from Steinbeck's 

boyhood still stand. Neighbors of the Steinbeck family 
who once lived on this street appear in East of Eden. East of Eden's Adam Trask 
family lives on Central Avenue, as did the Hamilton Family, John.Steinbeck's 
real-life maternal relatives. 


THE STEINBECK 132 Central Avenue. Built in 1897, it was author John 
HOUSE Steinbeck's birthplace and home for nineteen years. He 
(see Map B, p. 2) wrote his first stories here. During the thirties, 

; Steinbeck also worked on parts of The Red Pony, Tortilla 
Flat and the short stories "The White Quail" and "The Chrysanthemums." Today 


the Valley Guild, a charitable, nonprofit organization, owns and operates the 
home as a luncheon restaurant. 


MONTEREY COUNTY Southwest corner of West Alisal and Church Streets (see 
COURTHOUSE plate, p. 29). The original courthouse once stood in 
(see Map B, p. 2) the courtyard of the present building. John Steinbeck's 


father was the Monterey County Treasurer from 1924- 
1936. His office was on the second floor. As was the custom, Olive worked 
with her husband in the office, and son John helped out occasionally. The old 
courthouse appears in "The Harness." The old brick jail, which is found in 
Tortilla Flat, Cannery Row, and East of Eden, was once adjacent to the court- 
house. 


OLD SALINAS West Alisal and Salinas Streets. A part of Salinas 
ARMORY for more than ninety years, the old armory was the 
(see Map B, p. 2) scene of many Salinas social events as well as home of 


California National Guard Troop C. Like many young 
boys, Steinbeck played basketball in the armory; and his Senior Class Prom was 
held here in 1919. Both Troop C and the armory building are found in East of 
Eden. 


OLD TOWN Main Street (see plate, p. 30). . John Steinbeck immor- 
MAIN STREET talized this section of Salinas in his work, notably 
(see Map B, p. 2) East of Eden. 


There are several interesting sites in the 100 block 
of Main Street. Salinas began with Elias Howe's Halfway House, a stagecoach 
stop that was located at 150 Main Street. In 1865 Alberto Trescony purchased 
the property and added a small hotel, a general merchandise store, and a black- 
smith shop. The first post office opened for business in 1864. In 1874 Car- 
lisle Abbott bought the land and built a hotel called Abbott House (see plate, 
p. 31). The Cominos brothers then purchased the hotel and renamed it the 
Cominos Hotel. Steinbeck refers to the early Salinas of Trescony's time in 
Travels With Charley. The Abbott House appears in East of Eden, and the Cominos 
Hotel is placed in "The Chrysanthemums." Other locations in the 100 block that 
Steinbeck used in East of Eden are the San Francisco Chop House which once stood 


at 116 Main; Berges & Garrissere, which once stood on the corner of Main and 
Central; and Krough's Drug Store building which still stands at 156 Main. 
Griffin's Saloon, also in East of Eden, was near the Old White Theatre at 
157 Main Street. 


More East of Eden sites are found along the 200 block of Main. Among these 
are the Monterey County Bank building (see plate, p.32), Porter and Irvine's 
at 210-214 Main, the old Elks building at 247 Main, and Bell's Candy Store 
at 242 Main, which was located in the Nance building. The Monterey County 
Bank building was built on the corner of Main and East Gabilan after the 
1906 earthquake and now houses the Monterey County Department of Elections. 
The old Porter & Irvine building was built in 1888, and the store was lo- 
cated there until 1931. The Elks building was the home of the Farmers Mer- 
cantile mentioned in East of Eden. Logan's Music Store was adjacent to the 
Mercantile in the same building. At one time Salinas boxing matches were 
also held in this building, but spectators entered through a door on Mon- 
terey Street. 


The old Muller Mortuary building stands in the 300 block with the site of 
the skating rink and the site of the J. E. Steinbeck Feed Store. The for- 
mer mortuary at 315 Main bears a plaque mentioning East of Eden. The skat- 
ing rink mentioned in East of Eden stood near 300 Main Street. And the feed 
store, which Steinbeck recalls in America and Americans, was located at 352 
Main on the ground floor of the Masonic Hall. 


Other nearby points of interest are the site of the public library at the 
turn of the century, the old Salinas post office building, the site of 

Henry Fenchel's Tailor Shop, Lang's Bakery, and the Sperry Flour Mill. 
Steinbeck used the Salinas Public Library at 405 Main in his youth, and when 
he lived on Central Avenue with his wife Carol and cared for his dying 
mother. The post office, which stood at 12 West Gabilan, is now Cap's 
Saloon. Henry Fenchel's Tailor Shop was at 14 West Gabilan. The old Lang's 
Bakery building at 31 West Market, stands on porperty once owned by Samuel 
Hamilton, Steinbeck's maternal grandfather. The site of the Sperry Flour 
Mill, behind the Pure Grow Chemical Company on New Street, is in the area 
where the Steinbeck family kept their horses (including Steinbeck's pony 
Jill). Steinbeck's father also managed the Sperry Flour Company. The 
library is placed in The Pastures of Heaven, while Fenchel's Tailor Shop 

and Lang's Bakery appear in East of Eden. 


HISTORIC 327 Pajaro. The building was built in 1876 as 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH a Presbyterian Church. The Hamilton Family, 

BUILDING Steinbeck's maternal relatives, were affiliated 
(see Map B, p.2) with this Congregation. The building was also 


used by Universal Studios in its 1971 film, 
The Harness. Today it is a restaurant. 
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SWENSON & SILACCI 90 West Alisal Street (see plate, p.33). Author 


FLOWER SHOP, SITE John Steinbeck's family attended St. Paul's 

OF ST. PAUL'S Episcopal Church. From 1913-1914, John and his 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH sister Mary were members of the junior choir. 
1897-1953 The mishap with the choir cross that cost young 
(see Map B, p.2) John the privilege of "wearing the lace" and 


carrying the cross, was later recounted in Stein- 
beck's news article "How My Active Career in Religion Was Terminated," and 
his novel The Winter of Our Discontent. East of Eden also makes several 
references to the Episcopal Church in Salinas. 


CHINATOWN North end of Soledad!. This section was once the 
(see Map C, p.5) second largest settlement in the United States 
that was known as Chinatown. It had beautiful 
restaurants, gambling houses, quaint Chinese 
stores, opium dens and Tong Wars. In his youth Steinbeck and his friends 
explored Chinatown. He later used these vivid memories in East of Eden. 


CALIFORNIA This area of town was known as the Red Light 

STREET District from the 1800's to the 1940's. In 

(see Map C, p. 5) Steinbeck's East of Eden "the solemn courts of 
love" are here. This is where the fictional 


Cathy Trask lives and works as Kate for the madame, Faye. Another East of 
Eden madame, Jenny, was based on Mary Jane Reynolds, a well-known Salinas 
resident of fifty years. She owned and operated The Palace at the corner 
of California and East Market Streets. In East of Eden she runs the Long 
Green which, in reality, was another house on California Street. Today 
this street is a street of churches. 


GARDEN OF MEMORIES 768 Abbott Street. The Garden of Memories, first 
CEMETERY, STEIN- ; known as Alisal Lodge No. 163, Independent Order 
BECK'S BURIAL SITE of Odd Fellows, is the burial site of John Stein- 
(see Map C, D, beck. He died December 20, 1968 in New York City. 
Dia Sia 7) On March 4, 1969 his ashes were buried in the 


Hamilton Plot nearest Romie Lane. Here Steinbeck 
is surrounded by family, friends, and neighbors, many of whom appear in 
East of Eden. His Hamilton relatives--major characters in East of Eden-- 
are buried in Hamilton Plot #2, directly opposite the mausoleum. In 1971 
Universal Studios used Plot #2 for the funeral scene in the television 
movie The Harness. In East of Eden, Samuel Hamilton's burial is set in 
this cemetery. On Memorial Drive next to the mausoleum is an M-3 tank 
from World War II that is dedicated to the men of Salinas Company C. Company 
C of the World War I era is mentioned in East of Eden. 


CALIFORNIA RODEO Sherwood Park and North Main Street. The California 
GROUNDS Rodeo, one of the big four, is held here annually 
(see Map C, p.5) during the third week of July. A young Steinbeck 


rode his pony Jill in the horse parade, which re- 
Mains one of the rodeo's Big Week activities. In The Red Pony, Jody dreams 
of riding in this rodeo. The rodeo is also mentioned in Sweet Thursday. 


lyot to be confused with the "Row" on California Street. 
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Garden of Memories - Map D 
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World War I Tank © bvavesite of Martin 9. Hopps 
® Mausoleum ® Gravesite of UH. Reynolds and 
@Hamilton Plot *2 Mary vane Reynolds (Jenny) 
Samuel Hamilton Gravesite of William J. Nesbitt 
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Dessie Hamilton John Steinbeck 
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© Graves of Jenny t Belle Williams John Ernst Steinbeck ( Father) 
© Old road described in cemetery Olive Steinbeck (Mother) 
scene in East of Eden William John Hamilton ( Uncle Will) 


FREMONT PEAK North Main Street & San Juan Grade Road view. At 

(see Map C, p.-5) 3,169 feet, Fremont Peak is the highest point in 
the Gabilan Mountains. Originally called Gavilan 

or Hawk Mountain, the peak was later named for the Captain John Charles Fre- 

mont who planted the American flag for the U.S. at the summit in 1846. As 

a child Steinbeck played on the mountain and once spent the night with his 

boy scout troop. He also explored the area with his father. 


SAN JUAN GRADE There are several interesting sites along Old San 
ROAD (see Map C, Juan Grade Road. It was from a three acre patch 
Dew D) on a San Juan Road ranch that Mose H. Hutchings 


first sent a load of lettuce to Watsonville for 
shipment in 1916. However, in East of Eden, the character Adam Trask fails 
in his lettuce shipping venture. Lettuce eventually became one of Califor- 
nia's most valuable commodities. 


CHERI HEBERT Hebert Road, off San Juan Grade Road, a private 
RANCH (see Map C, residence. The ranch was built by Cheri Hebert, 
p-. >) an affluent businessman and one of the founders 


of the Salinas Rodeo (1911). His nephew, Max 
Wagner, was a lifelong friend of John Steinbeck. Max lived here from 1912- 
1914; and John was a frequent visitor. 


LAGUNITA SCHOOL San Juan Grade Road. This little red school house 
HOUSE (see Map C, sits on land donated by C.Z. Hebert. The school 
1934 62}), was built about 1897. Edith Wagner, who was a 


teacher here, is the little girl in Steinbeck's 
short story, "How Edith McGillcuddy Met R.L.S." 


OLD STAGE ROAD This road was the stagecoach route from the San 
(see Map C, p. 5) Benito County line to an area north of Gonzales. 
The original Hartnell College, founded in 1833 
by William Hartnell, once stood on the Jim Bardin Ranch property and was 
within walking distance of the old Salinas Picnic Grounds. The picnic 
grounds are now part of the Silacci Ranch and are mentioned in East of Eden 
as the place where the pink azaleas grew. Steinbeck once said it was one 
of his favorite places to walk. 


THE ALISAL AREA Hebbron, Alisal, and East Market Streets. During 
(see Map C, p.5) the thirties, Salinas' "Oakies" settled in this 

section of town. Steinbeck, irrevocably identi- 
fied with these migrant workers since the publication of The Grapes of Wrath, 
was seen in this area observing the conditions of migrant workers. 
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MONTEREY-SALINAS HIGHWAY 68 


This highway is known as the scenic route to Monterey (see Map F, p.- 11). 


MOUNT TORO As you leave Salinas on Highway 68 going toward 

(see MapE, p. 9) Monterey, look to your left. Mount Toro is 3,500 feet 
high. It was named El Toro Rabon, or the bobtailed 

bull, by the De Anza Expedition on March 10, 1776. There is a regional park 

with a picnic area on the south slope. Steinbeck visited Toro as a young boy 

and later as an adult. Mount Toro makes its appearance in East of Eden, Sweet 

Thursday, and Travels With Charley. 


SPRECKELS Spreckels, six miles east of Salinas, was built by 
(see Map E, p. 9) Claus Spreckels in 1898 as a company town for employees 
of the Spreckels Sugar Company. The last sugar cam- 
paign closed July 1, 1982; but the parent company AMSTAR still operates the 
packaging plant that was built in 1967. Both John Steinbeck and his father 
worked at the refinery, which is mentioned in East of Eden and Sweet Thursday. 
The stories of the ex-corporal, old man Raveno, and Sweets Ramirez in Tortilla 
Flat were based on tales Steinbeck heard while employed there. Spreckels was 
also used in filming parts of the East of Eden film (1955), The Harness tele- 


vision movie (1970), and the East of Eden television mini-series (1980). 


CORRAL DE TIERRA This unincorporated residential area is about eight 

(see Map E, Pp- 9) miles from Salinas and twelve miles from Monterey, just 
off Highway 68. It is the setting for John Steinbeck's 
Pastures of Heaven. 


CASTLE ROCK Castle Rock is located on the Walter Markham Ranch wet 
(see Map E, p.- 9) Corral de Tierra. The rock can be seen about one half 

mile from the country club gates on Corral de Tierra 
Road. As you start down the hill, look to the left side of the road. The 
steep cliffs were named by British explorer George Vancouver in 1794 when he 
investigated the inland Monterey area. Photographers and painters from all 
over the world have since recorded this landmark. To the young Steinbeck, 
the seeming towers, turrets and drawbridges were part of his beloved Camelot, 
which he later researched for The Acts of King Arthur and His Noble Knights. 
Castle Rock is also. described in the opening scene of the author's short 
story, "The Murder." 


SALINAS RIVER One view of the Salinas River can be seen on the right 
(see Map E, p. 9) of Highway 68, going south toward Monterey. The 
Salinas River, 170 miles long, is the third largest 
river in California and the largest underground stream in America. John Stein- 
beck visited the river often. It was his swimming hole near Spreckels. He 
hunted rabbits with friends at the Davis Road crossing. And it appears many 
times in his works. Of Mice and Men begins with a description of the river 
near Soledad, East of Eden opens with a sketch of the river and the Salinas 
Valley, and several stories in The Long Valley describe or mention the river. 
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Saint Paul's Episcopal Church, c1910, courtesy of the California State Library 
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